The ORLAU VCG (variable centre of gravity) swivel walker for muscular dystrophy patients.
Swivel walkers are being increasingly used for muscular dystrophy patients in order to prolong the period of their ambulation. Existing designs did not address the special problems of accommodating such patients comfortably and providing the easier and more assured ambulation which their weakened condition requires. The ORLAU VCG (variable centre of gravity) swivel walker has been developed so that the walking mechanics can be adjusted independently of patient posture. Additional patient support features permit the patient to be secured in their chosen position of comfort prior to setting the ambulation mechanics. Patients using the device, which is now approved for supply by the Department of Health in England and Wales, have improved their walking performance and extended their period of walking.